' 1 - BOROUGH  OF  MONTGOMERY. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
^ _ th_e  year  1954.  


To  the  .May or  and  Members  of  the  Montgomery  Borough  Council. 


Mr.  Mayor  and  Gent  lemon, 


I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual 
Report  for  the  year  1954. 

As  I was  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
last  three  months  of  the  year  only  I have  confined  myself  in  the 
repert  largely  to  statistical  material  only.  I hope  however  that 
this  material  may  he  o&-  seme  interest  and  possibly  value. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.Ered  Hunt  Cert,  S.I.B., 
M .R. San, l^M.R. I Sanitary  Inspector  for  his  assistance  in  the 
px^pairati on  of  the  report  (Sections  C,D  and  E) 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr  .Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  SLEIGH. 

Medical  Officer  ef  Health. 


SECTION  A. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


Area  (in  acres)  5,390 
Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident  population  820 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate  Books  2Q1 
Rateable  value  £3,430 
Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £14 


Populati on 

The  mid  1954  population  estimate  of  820  represents  a fall  of 
12.8  % fran  the  1951  census  population  of  904  which  represented  a fall 
of  1,5  % frqn  the  1951  census  population  of  918. 

VITAL  STATISTICS  . 

Montgcmery  Borough  1954  England  & Wales  1953 
Rates  per  1,000  Heme  Population. 


Live  Births 

17.1 

15,5 

Still  Births 

0.00 

0.35 

DEATHS 

0.00  (a) 

22.4  (a) 

All  causes 

15.9 

11,4 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  cough 

0.00 

0.01 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

0,00 

Tuberculosis 

1.22 

0.20 

Influenza 

1.22 

0.16 

Smallpox 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

0.00 

0.00 

( including  po li oencephali  tis ) 

0,00 

0.01 

Pneumonia 

0.00 

0.55 

~-r  - ( 


over : 


England  & Wales  1955 
Heme  population 


Montgomery  Borough  1954 
Rates  oer  1000 


NOTIFICATIONS  (corrected) 
Typhoid  Fever 

0.00 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.00 

0.01 

Meningococcal  infection 

0.00 

0.03 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.22 

1.39 

Whooping  cough 

0.00 

3.58 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

0.01 

Erysipelas 

1.22 

0.14 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles 

0,00 

12.36 

Pneumonia 

0.00 

0.Q4 

Acute  poliomyelitis  (including 
polioencephalitis ) 

Paralytic 

0.00 

0.07 

Non -paralytic 

0.00 

0.04 

Food  Poisoning 

0.00 

0.24 

Puoppcral  pyrexia 

0.00  (a) 

18.23 

DEATHS 

Rates  per 

1,000  Live  Births 

All  causes  under  1 year  of 
age 

0.00 

26.8 

Enteritis  and  diarrhoea- 

under  2 years  of  age  1.1 

(a)  per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births. 

BIRTH  RATE. 

The  Birth  rate  for  1954  (17.1  per  1000)  was  1.6  t>er  1,000 
above  that  for  England  and  Wales  for  1953  (15*5  per  1,000].-  If  the 
rate  is  standardised  to  allow  for  the  differing  age  and  sex 
distribution  of  the  population  in  the  Borough  of  Montgomery  as 
compared  with  that  in  England  and  Wales  it  is  increased  to  19.0  per 
1,000. 


EEATH  RATE. 

The  Death  rate  for  1954  (15.9  per  1,000)  was  4.5  per  1,000 
above  that  for  England  and  Wales  for  1963  (11.4  per  1,000).  If  the 
rate  is  standardised  to. allow  for  the  differing  age  and  sex 
distribution  of  the  population  in  the  Borough  of  M ontgemery  as  ccmpared 
with  that  in  England  and  Wales  it  is  reduced  to  12.1  per  1,000. 

It  iB  regretted  that  it  is  not  possible  to  give  the  figures 
for  1954  for  England  and  Wales  either  in  the  two  paragraphs  above  or 
in  the  table  which  precedes  them  as  the  Registrar  General  has  ceased  to 
supply  these.  Eor  this  year  only  the  figures  for  England  and  Wales  for 
the  previous  year  are  sufficiently  contemporary  to  be  used  for 
ocraparison,  but  in  the  future  such  comparison  will  no  longer  be  possible. 
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LIVE  BIRTHS,  HALE 

Legitimate  4 

Illegitimate 

Total  4 

STILL  BERTHS. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total  ,« 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1 YEAH  OE  AGE 

Legitimate  - 1 

Illegitimate 

Total 

DEATHS  OE  INEANTS  UNDER  4 WEEKS  OE  AGE 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 


DEATHS . 

Tuberculosis , respiratory 
Tuberculosis, other 
Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  cough 
Meningococcal  infection 
Acute  poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases 

Malignant  neoplasm,  Stcmach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  Liang, Bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  Breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  Uterus 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms 

Leucaemia,  Ale-tScaemia 
Diabet  ®b 

Vascular  Lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease,  Angina 

Hypertension  with  Heart  disease 

Other  Heart  disease 

Other  circulatory  disease- 

influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 
system 

Ulcer  of  Stcmach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis , Enteritis , and  Diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth  , abortion 
Congenital,  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases 

Motor  Vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 
All  causes 


1 

%•* 

1 

** 

1 


1 

7 


FEMALE 

TOTAL 

10 

14 

10 

14 

1 


2 


1 
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national  Assistance  Act,  1948 . 

Section  47  * Removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons  in  need  of  care 
and  attention. 

No  action  has  been  taken  by  the  Council  under  this  section. 


Rood  Poisoning;  Outbreaks 

No  outbreaks  of  Rood  Poisoning  occurred  during  1954. 

Clean  Rood  Campaigns 

No  work"  in  this  field  lias  been  carried  out  in  the  area  of  this 
authority  during  1954. 


SECTION  B. 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the 
Area . 

National  Health  Service  Act,  1946. 


Local  Health  Services  under  Part  111. 

* 

Charge  of  duties  under  Section  22  (Care  of  mothers  and  young 
children)  23  (Midwives)  24  (Health  Visitors)  25  (Heme  nursing) 

26  (Vaccination  and  Immunisation)  27  (Ambulances)  28  (Prevention  cf 
Illness,  Care  and  after  Care)  and  29  (Domestic  Help  ) remains  with 
the  County  Medical  Officer. 

SECTION  C,  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES.  OR  THE  AREA* 

(i)  - Water  - Owing  to  exceptionally  heavy  rainfall  throughout  the 
summer,  -there  was  an  abundance  of  water  available,  and  the  yield  fran 
the  Powis  and  Corfield  springs  was  greater  than  is  usually  the  case. 

In  consequence,  it  was  not  necessary  to  pump  so  often  frea  the 
Boreholes  at  Rhiewgoch. 

However,  in  October,  1953  owing  to  a severe  drop  in 
the  water  levels  of  the  Boreholes,  there  was  a serious  danger  of  a 
water  shortage,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  three  Council  houses 

have  since  been  built  and  a further  twenty  two  are  being  constructed 

it  would  be  advisable  to  consider  what  steps  can  be  taken  to  reduce 
water  consumption  by  avoiding  waste  of  water  in  the  Town,  During  the 
past  few  year?  there  has  been  a Bteady  rise  in  the  quantity  of  water 
consumed  , due  mainly  to  the  extension  of  the  water  mains  to  the 
Hamlet  known  as  Hend-cmen,  the  modernisation  of  the  School,  and  the 
laying  on  of  water  to  the  S.ahool  Canteen  and  a number  of  houses  in 
the  Town. 

At  the  School,  automatic  closet  flushing  tanks  have  been  installed, 
and  unless  a close  watch  is  kept,  such  as  turning  off  the  water  to 
the  closetB  after  school  hours,  and  particulary  at  week  ends  and  during 
holidays,  a considerable  wastage  of  water  can  occur.  In  July,  1954, 
the  Slaughter  House  was  re-opened,  and  animalB  are  again  slaughtered 
for  human  consumption,  again  adding  to  the  quantity  of  water  consumed. 

In  some  instances,  water  is  used  for  agricultural 
purposes,  including  the  cooling  of  milk. 

All  water  is  chlorinated.  Three  samples  of  the  Town 
water  taken  for  Bacteriological  Examination  during  the  year  were 
reported  upon  as  satisfactory. 

During  the  year,  water  was  connected  to  three  new  houses, 
and  five  others. 

(ii)  - Drainage  and  Sewerage  - Plans  in  respect  of  a proposed  new 
sewage  disposal  plant  have  now  been  prepared,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
it  will  be  possible  to  forward  final  particulars  to  the  appropriate 
Ministry  Department  at  an  early  date,  in  order  that  this  most  urgent 
matter  can  be  considered.  There  was  a minor  hold-up  regarding  the 
site  of  the  plant,  but  this  has  now  been  cleared  up  in  a satisfactory 
manner. 
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At  present,  crude  sewage  is  discharged  direct  into  two  open 
ditches.  A further  twenty  two  houses  are  now  Toeing  constructed,  a-, 
when  these  are  occupied;. • the  drainage  frem  them  will  add  to  the 
already  serious  nuisance, 

2.  Rivers  and  Streams  - Apart  frem  the  proposals  above  under  Drainage 
and  Sewerage,  no  achETon  was  taken  during  the  year  to  check  the  pollutia 
pollution  of  rivers  and  streams, 

3.  (l)  Closet  Accommodation,-  During  the  year  there  was  only  one  conva: 
conversion  fran  conservancy  to  water  carriage  system. 

Owing  to  lack  of  sewage  disposal  facilities,  conversions  are 
not  being  encouraged  at  present. 

(ii)  - Public  Cleansing  - No  change . Domestic  refuse  is  collected 
once  a fortnight,  and  so  also  is  night  soil. 

There  were  no  disinfections  during  the  year, 

(iii)  - Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area  - The  District  has  been 
inspected  syst amatically  and  at  intervals  where  required,  and  where 
defects  have  been  found,  these  have  in  all  caBes  been  remedied  by 
informal  action. 

(iv)  - Shops  and  Offices  - All  Shops  and  Offices  have  been  inspected 
under  tEe”  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  and  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936.  All  were  in  satisfactory  condition  and  no  action  was 
necessary. 

( v ) - Camping  Sites  - 

(1)  Nc  sites  in  the  area  were  used  for  oamping  purposes  during  1938. 

(2)  No  licences  in  respect  of  Camping  Sites  have  been  issued  under 
Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  by  this  Local 
Authority. 

(3)  Estimated  number  of  campers  resident  in  the  Area  at  one  time 
during  the  Summer  Season,  1958  - None. 

(?ft)  - Smoke  Abatement  - No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year,  as 
fortuna&ly,  nuisance  frem  smoke  does  not  exist  in  the  area. 

(vii)  - Swimming  Baths  and  Pools  - There  are  none  in  the  Area. 

(viii)  - Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs  - Not  a single  dwelling  in  the  Area 
is  inferted  with  Bed  Bugs, 

4,  Schools  - The  only  School  in  the  area  was  recently  mod.ernised,  and 
the  Town  Water  Supply  was  laid  on.  .conditions  are  satisfactory. 

SECTION  D.  HOUSING . 

1,  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year, 

(1)  (a)  - Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  - Twenty. 

(b)  - Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  - Thirty, 

(2)  (bj  - Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  (included  under  sub-head  (l) 

above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932  - Nil. 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  - Nil, 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  - Nil. 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under 
the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation.  Six* 
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2 • Remedy  of  • defects  during^  the  year  without  Service  of  Fomal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers 
- Six* 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  vear :~ 

ivr  - Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936:  (i)  Humber  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ~ nil, 

(To)  - Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts:  (ii)  Lumber  of 
dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 
requiring  defects  to  he  remedied  - nil. 

(c)  - Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act, 1936. 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 
Orders  were  made.  Nil, 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 
Demolition  Orders  - nil, 

(d)  - Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  rfche  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(i)  Number  of  separate  tenements  of  underground  roars  in 
respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  - nil, 

( ii ) Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 
respect  of  which  Closing  orders  were  determined,  the  tenement 
or  roar  having  been  rendered  fit  - nil, 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936  - Part_  IV  - Overcrowding  •• 

TaT  (i  j Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  - nil 
(b(  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the 
year . - Nil. 

(cl  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year-nil 
(d)  Cases  in  which  dwelling  houses  have  again  become  overcrowded 

after  the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement 
of  overcrowding.  - Nil.  ' 

NEW  . HOUSES . 

During  the  year,  two  new  houses  were  built  by  private 
enterprise  for  occupation  by  agricultural  workers,  and  in  respect  of 
these,  the  subsidy  provided  for  under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1949,  was  granted. 

Two  old  houses  were  acquired  by  the  Council.  These  were 
demolished,  and  on  the  site,  three  new  houses  were  built. 

The  work  of  constructing  twenty  two  new  houses  is  in 

progress . 

HOUSING  ACT,  1949  - PART  11, 

The  provisions  of  Seotion  20  of  this  Act,  under  whloh 
grants  of  50  per  cent,  with  a maximum  of  £400.  0,  Od.  per  dwelling 
are  available  .for  modernising  and  bringing  up  to  standard  sub-standard, 
dwellings,  are  being  made  known  throughout  the  area.  During  the  year, 
eleven  enquiries  were  made.  Of  these,  seven  applications  for  grant 
were  made.  Dive  applications  were  approved,  and  details  are  awaited 
in  respect  of  the  other  two. 
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SECT  I PIT  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OE  FOOD. 

(a)  MILK  SUPPLY  - The  duties  of  supervising  methods  of  milk  production 
at  Farms,  and  the  inspection  of  premises  used  in  connection  with  milk 
production,  are  carried  out  by  the  County.  Agricultural  Executive 
Committee,  on  behalf  of  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 
However,  a sharp  eye  is  kept  so  far  as  distribution  by  Retailers  is 
concerned,  and  during  the  year,  two  warnings  were  given  to  one  Firm 
regarding  carelessness. 

(b)  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOOLS  - Until  1st  July,  1954,  the  slaughtering  of 
animals  was  centralised,  and  for  this  area,  it  was  carried  out  at 
Newtown,  under  Government  arrangements.  However,  when  decentralisation 
took  place,  one  slaughter  house  in  Montgomery,  which  had  in  the  mean- 
time been  improved,  was  again  taken  into  use. 

Shops  and  Vans  are  kept  under  supervision,  and  during  the  year, 
conditions  were  satisfactory. 

CARCASES  INSPECTED.  FROM  1ST  JULY  TO  31st  DECEMBER » 


Cattle  excluding 

Sheep  & 

Cows.  Cows  Calves 

Lambs . 

Pigs . 

Number  killed 

138 

Nil 

2 

859 

159 

Number  inspected 

100 

- 

2 

750 

130 

All  diseases  except) 
Tuberculosis,  Whole) 
carcases  condemned.) 

Nil 

- 

Nil 

One 

Nil. 

Carcases  of  which  seme  Nil 
part  or  organ  was  condemned. 

- 

Nil 

12 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis . 

Nil 

Nil 

1.6 

Nil 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  caresses  condemned 

.Nil 

- 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned.  Nil 

*- 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the  number) 
inspected  affected  with  j 
Tuberculosis.  ) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

No  meat  marking 

scheme 

under  Part 

111  of 

the  Public 

Healt 

(Meat)  Regulations,  1924,  is  in  force  in  the  District. 
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Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Disease^ . 

final  numbers  according  to  age  and  sex  after  corrections  of  cases 
of  infections  and  other  notifiable  diseases  notified  during  th  y 
ended  31st  December  1954. 

Scarlet  Pever 
Male  Female"  Total 

Under  1 year 
1-2  years 

3-4  " , n 

5-9  " 11 

10  - 14  years 
15  - 24  " 

25  and  over 

Age  unknown  . 

Total  (All  ages)  1 

Erysipelas 

Male  Pena  le  Total 


Under  5 years 
5-14  " 

15  - 44  " 

45  - 64  n 

65  and  over 
Age  unknown 
Total  (All  ages) 


Tuberculosis 
New  CaseB 


Deaths . 


Respirat oTTlf^T^enpirat ory  Resjgirat ory,  Nonjje^j^atogr 

E T ME  T M E T 


M 


E 


M 


O 

1- 

5- 

15- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65  and  upwards 
T otal 


Number  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  on  31st  December,  1954 
nun  Tie  ember.  1955  in  brackets]. 


Male 


Respirat  ory 
Non  Respiratory 
Total 


3 

1 

4 


(3) 

1 

5 

4 ( 

/ 

1 

1 

U 

(4) 

2 

(5) 

6 ( 

Total 


